Comments Posted at Public Discussion Forums for National IT Policy (Revised 2010) 
Jahan Ara (Oct 29, 2010 12:01 pm)

· Ministry of IT developed an initial draft National IT Policy (Revised 2010), which they say "incorporates inputs received from various stakeholders through a broad based consultative process

· I am not sure who these stakeholders were and do not believe that this is the way policies should be drafted

· However, Ministry says it "welcomes further comments on the revised draft policy"

· P@SHA circulating the draft to our Central Executive Committee and its members
· We will certainly make sure that enough people know the draft is up and have the opportunity to voice their opinion regarding the draft

Zahid Jamil (Oct 29, 2010 12:14 pm)
· What a disappointing corruption of a process by a supposedly democratic government.

· May be worth considering to what extent MoITT can now make policies after the 18th 

Zubair Faisal Abbasi (Oct 29, 2010 6:11 pm)
· Federal government can influence policy environment through spading power and conditional transfers
Tariq Badsha (Oct 30, 2010 2:33 pm)
· Structured the web site dialogue box in such a way that comments are directed. 

· there is also room for free format  

· hope we get substantial comments in this month
· may be imran can consolidate the Industry comments

Zahid Jamil (Oct 30, 2010 10:13 pm)
· this may be a bottom up document which has stakeholder ownership
· national policy needs more hands on deck than a few people in the MoITT

· all comments posted regarding policy  should be available online

Javed Naushahi (Oct 30, 2010 10:47 pm)
· ICT policy document is 15-25% complete

· Policy is missing

· The ICT Policy framework

· Integration of IT Policy chapters

· Governance structure

· Inter-operability framework for e-Govt and e-Business

· Institution that would take care for ICT standards, guidelines, procedures

· No mention of;

· Finance related activities that includes FBR, AGPR, SBP, Stock market, financial services

· Trade related activities that includes TDAP, Ministry of Commerce, Industry, SMEDA

· Services sector that is 53% of GDP

· this is Micro level ICT Policy document focusing on software sector

· Team of experts for each focused group/sector with a leader may be formed to provide input.

· I would have a Chapter for e-Business, and use of ICT in economy
 

Shahzad Ahmad (Oct 31, 2010 12:22 pm)
· Can MoITT could share the list of stakeholders and people already consulted for this draft
· This is important for further consultations, particularly those like us, who were not part of MoIT’s process but wish to contribute.

Tariq Badsha (Oct 31, 2010 1:16 pm)
· we want to make a practical policy where we will indeed do something therefore we should be beyond the point that we aspire for a document that looks nice and comprehensive 

· we can maintain a 30% plus annual year-to-year growth in our IT exports (with a corresponding growth in the domestic sector) we have achieved much more than having the most impressive document
Zia Imran (Nov 1, 2010 1:29 pm)
· this is a serious and sincere effort in crafting a National IT
policy

· Going back to the day, Secretary IT at policy session in PC Lahore organized by MoITT was kind enough to allow civil society
substantially and meaningfully be made part of the process and we broke out into sessions and started to brainstorm and prepared a list of initial thoughts that would go in each areas
· Nothing happened after that, civil society dispersed at the
end of the day, never to be seen again in a forum exclusively organized by civil
society
· Nothing stopped the civil society form publishing its own draft of a national IT
policy in the two years since that day in Lahore

· Let's work together and instead of starting our relationship with
skepticism, engage constructively to put something together that is useful for
this nation.

· I encourage the civil society to become a meaningful
part of this process by becoming engaged. Here is a good start,

· Discuss what else needs to go into the policy (a thread started by Javed
Naushahi)

· Discuss the areas which are lacking
· Complete this discussion on these topics relatively quickly

· The civil society appoints point people who will head the areas in 1 and 2
above

· The area heads will take the lead and
work with both civil society on one end and MoIT on the other to provide
structured input 

· MoIT to consolidate input, put a final draft out there in early December so
we can release the final version before the new year comes around

· I can become the point person and consolidate all input on
a week to week basis and publish a gazette at the end of the week

 Shahida Saleem (Nov 1, 2010 4:57 pm)
· Why not use National IT Business Agenda as a starting point and continue from there
· the inclusion of IT in the Planning commissions works is critical
Imran Zia (Nov 2, 2010 9:57 am)
· The goal is to come up with an implement able IT agenda for the country and input
from all quarters is an essential part of the process.
· some of us to lead the debate and assemble quality content in
relevant areas of interest

Jehan  Ara (Nov 2, 2010 10:28 am)
· Sectoral Business Agenda is attached and available at PakistanICTPolicy Group
· this is a Business Agenda and so does not include civil society input whereas a National ICT Policy must incorporate the needs of all segments
· I am in total agreement with you that we need to work with government on the development of this document

· Under the auspices of P@SHA and BytesforAll we are looking at holding a dedicated Multistakeholder Roundtable  on November 13 where we would discuss the different elements and come up with specific recommendations on the way forward

· In Lahore something very positive happened. We managed to convince government that policy had to be developed from the bottom up keeping a set of overarching principles as the framework.
· Promote Accessibility
· Preserve National Security, Confidentiality & Integrity

· Promote Innovation

· Technology non-specificity

· Proportionality

· Conformity with international best practice 

· Transparency

· Openness

· Policy development first and then draft legislations (and not the other way around), 

· Inclusive Policy Making

· Promote market forces

· Holistic stakeholder participation 

· Light regulation where necessary and possible 

· Gender neutrality

· Promote Youth

· Multilingualism

· I hope that this assists in moving the process into a Policy Formulation mode that will be advantageous to both the government and all citizens
Zahid Jamil (Nov 2, 2010 11:36 am)
· Couldn't have said it better. Absolutely spot on
Nasrullah Khan Kalair (Nov 2, 2010 3:17 pm)
· ICT revised draft looks nice but seems hard to implement. I wonder if corruption giants would allow it

· Bringing environment, energy and population under ICT can help public understand the core issues

· I suggest to read Globalization of Poverty on global research to understand global governance (e empire)

Tariq Badsha (Nov 3, 2010 6:48 pm)
· We will get the comments from the three major bulletin boards as well as anything we get directly on the feedback site

· I will take one action item, and that is to consolidate the comments and place the summary on the web site.

Tariq Badsha (Nov 3, 2010 6:48 pm)
· we have to continue our struggle to bring transparency

· The collective wisdom of diverse professionals will bring balance to the policy.

· In general, we should make the policy a bit more aggressive than where we think it would practically end up. 

· For example, we should ask for an extension of the 15-year tax holiday for IT exports.  FBR (Ministry of Finance) has its own constraints and may not agree but we should not assume that at this point

· we (PSEB, with input from P@SHA and other resources) would do our homework and make a case that with the tax holiday so much growth will result, which would result in a net gain for the country.

Engr. Mansoor Malik (Nov 5, 2010 4:00 pm)
· We may have to attach Yearly Action Plans with the National IT Policy to make it more meaningful and Implementable
· after the 18th Amendment, we may have to look at preparing the Provincial IT Policies
· lets be more Innovative by going to the next lower level of preparing this document for each District by having a Bottom Up approach in Policy Making as well as its Proper Implementation on the ground
Maj Gen (R) Hamid Hasan Butt (Nov 5, 2010 4:02 pm)
· Agreed with Madame Jehan Ara, hence We have to take a fresh start from where we left the process in Lahore
· Secretary MOITT has to provide to us the guide lines from the GOP. With inputs from all of us we have to equip these  guide lines, PTA's role in this process is also important
· Meeting as proposed now, will have to be followed up by another meeting with the MOIT&T staff members and be chaired by the Secy MOIT.
Dr Syed Zahoor Hassan (Nov 5, 2010 4:02 pm)
· Combination of local and national approaches is a more practical and effective solution 

mansoor malik  (Nov 12, 2010 8:59 pm)
· Proposed for setting up the National Innovation System for country based upon a Three Tier System i.e. National Innovation Center (NIC), Provincial Innovation Center (PIC), District Innovation Centers (DIC)
Naqvi, Hassan, Ph.D  (Nov 16, 2010 6:20 pm)
· Ministry should designate areas in healthcare/biotechnology. I would be happy to provide any assistance that I can in this regard.
Shiraz Bashir   (Nov 17, 2010 5:30 pm)
· I believe there is a huge potential in Healthcare areas such as Medical devices/ imaging, biotech, services etc
Naqvi, Hassan, Ph.D  (Nov 19, 2010 2:34 pm)
· Agreed, there is great potential in health related IT as well as biotech and related technologies. Please let me know how you would like to proceed.
Shahzad Ahmad  (Nov 23, 2010 2:43 pm)
· For comments on Draft National IT Policy (Revised) 2010, a Multistakeholder Roundtable was jointly organized by Bytes for All and Pakistan Software Houses Association for IT & ITES (P@SHA) on November 13, 2010 at the Marriott Hotel, Karachi 
· The Dialogue appreciated the efforts made by MoIT in taking the initiative of drafting a revised IT Policy and now seeking multi-stakeholders’ feedback on the draft.
· P@SHA, Bytes for All, ISPAK and other stakeholders have now started a broad based consultative process and expect to come up with a detailed position paper on the draft Policy in the next three months

· MoIT is requested to not finalize this document of National IT Policy without broad based multi-stakeholder consensus.

· As per consensus by the roundtable, a letter has been sent to the Federal Secretary, Ministry of IT, Government of Pakistan on 22nd November 2010.
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